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BXF 3.0 Aims To Save Time With Automatic Data Entry 
 

Andrew Do ds o n  Septem ber 26, 2013 
 
T he newes t Bro adcas t Exchange Fo rmat (BXF) will allo w t raf f 
ic and billing o perat o rs at T V s t at io ns t o s ay go o dbye t o t he 
days o f manual dat a ent ry when it co mes t o t he s cheduling o f  
s po t s . 

 
Next mo nt h, T he So ciet y o f Mo t io n Pict ure and Televis io n 
Engineers is go ing t o unveil Bro adcas t Exchange Fo rmat 3.0, 
t he lat es t t raf f ic and billing f ile f o rmat f o r bro adcas t ers , 
advert is ers and advert is ing agencies , t hat will aut o mat e s 
cheduling dat a ent ry at t he s t at io n level. 

 
“T his is o ne o f t he las t f ro nt iers o f manual dat a ent ry t hat ’s 
lef t , in t erms o f large dat a ent ry,” s ays Chris t o pher Lenno n, 
pres ident and CEO o f MediAns wers , and o ne o f t he develo pers o f BXF 3.0. “It ’s kind o f appalling t hat , here we 
are in 2013, and t his dat a is s t ill f lo wing acro s s in t he f o rm o f f axes and emails .” 

 
Lenno n and Angela Tiet z e, pres ident o f Ent ert ainment Co mmunicat io ns Net wo rk, are s et t o pres ent abo ut BXF 
3.0 at next mo nt h’s SMPT E annual co nf erence. 

 
Up unt il t o day, t he s cheduling o f co mmercials has been a manual pro ces s . Wit h BXF 3.0, when agencies s 
chedule t he co mmercials , t hey’ll be able t o us e a BXF XML- bas ed f ile t hat will t rans f er in a f o rmat t hat ’s go ing t 
o be inges t ible right int o a bro adcas t er ’s t raf f ic s ys t em. 

 
Rat her t han s o meo ne t yping in t hat inf o rmat io n, t he s ys t em wo uld det ect it and aut o mat ically input t hat 
s cheduling inf o rmat io n. 

 
“T he agencies and t he bro adcas t media have really f o cus ed f o r t he las t 30 years o n t he o rder and invo ice, and 
f o r o bvio us reas o ns ,” s ays Tiet z e. “We’re t rying t o mo ve t he indus t ry f o rward, in t erms o f aut o mat io n, s o t ho s 
e peo ple can f o cus o n act ually reviewing, managing and appro ving t he ins t ruct io ns bef o re it ’s inges t ed 
int o t heir s ys t em, vers us being in t he dat a- ent ry bus ines s .” 

 
Lenno n s ays it ’s embarras s ing t hat it ’s t aken t he indus t ry t his lo ng t o get t o t his po int , but s ays it was clear 
t hat t his t ype o f t echno lo gy was needed. 

 
“T he mo t ivat io n t o s o lve it no w is t hat t he s heer vo lume is go ing t hro ugh t he ro o f ,” he s ays . “Peo ple are 
delivering co nt ent t o vario us plat f o rms . We’re beyo nd t he days o f when bro adcas t ers have jus t a s ingle 
channel.” 

 
T VNews Check repo rt ed o n t raf f ic and billing t echno lo gy earlier t his year. 

 
Lenno n and Tiet z e s pent 18 mo nt hs wit h a wo rking gro up made up o f indus t ry pro f es s io nals , including t he 
majo r t raf f ic and billing vendo rs , t o co me up wit h BXF 3.0. Bo t h ant icipat e a quick ro llo ut . 

 
“I’d expect s o me news aro und NAB abo ut vendo rs beginning t o s uppo rt t his ,” s ays Lenno n. 

 
Vendo rs , Like WideOrbit and Harris Bro adcas t , will have t o updat e et her s o f t ware t o s uppo rt BXF 3.0. 
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